
#1 – “Covenantal Conversations”:        

 Confidently Sharing Abdul-Bahá’s Mission, Message & Station   

  Harold Rosen (harold.rosen99@gmail.com)   

Though ‘Abdul-Bahá’ & ‘Covenants’ are not yet household words,    

 how can we make progress in confidently introducing them?       

What might we say about Abdu’l-Bahá’s mission, message & station   

 in response to the issues of our times?          

How can we translate our confident words into confident actions?    

Session 1 – Introducing Abdul-Bahá & His Significance for Today 

 Session 2 – Essentials of Religious Authority & Covenantal Expectation 

 Session 3 – Models of Uplifting Conversations Locally & Globally 

#2 – Sources for Deepening on the Covenant    
 Abdul-Bahá, “Will & Testament”… “The Promulgation of Universal Peace”   

  “Tablets of the Divine Plan”        

 Shoghi Effendi, “God Passes By” (Chapter 14, “The Covenant of Baha’u’llah”)       

  “The World Order of Baha’u’llah”… “The Promised Day is Come”    

 Universal House of Justice, “The Covenant: Its Meaning & Origin & Our Attitude Toward It”  

 Ruhi Institute, “Arising to Serve” (Book 2, Unit II, “Uplifting Conversations”)   

  “Teaching the Cause” (Book 6, Unit III, Secs 15-16)     

  “The Covenant of Baha’u’llah” (Book 8, Unit I, Secs 10-15, 22, 25)     

  “Gaining an Historical Perspective” (Bk 9, Unit I, “The Eternal Covenant”, Secs 31-34)   

 Adib Taherzadeh, “The Covenant of Baha’u’llah”… “The Child of the Covenant”    

 H.M. Balyuzi, “Abdul-Baha: The Centre of the Covenant of Baha’u’llah”    

 Shahin Vafai, “The Essence of the Covenant”        

 John Kolstoe, “The Covenant & You”        

 Robert Stockman, “Abdul-Baha in America”           

#3 – Questions for Deepening on the Covenant  

What are the very first things we might say about Abdul-Bahá   

  when addressing what our world needs now?    

What are ‘Covenants’, and how can ‘Abdu’l-Bahá     

  be the Centre of one?    

What can we say about His station, teachings & relevance    

  for what our world family needs today?     

What spiritual qualities do we need to deepen in the Covenant?    
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#4 – Who is Abdul-Bahá? 

• revered Persian religious figure (1844 to 1921), born in Tehran  

• his title, ‘Abdul-Baha’, means ‘Servant of Baha’, or servant of Baha’u’llah  

• ‘Baha’u’llah’ is a title, meaning ‘The Glory of God’ 

• Abdul-Baha is the Son of Baha’u’llah, Prophet-Founder of the Baha’i Faith  

• designated Successor to Baha’u’llah & His Interpreter 

• entitled ‘The Master’ & ‘The Mystery of God’ by Baha’u’llah – 

unique station: perfect human being, yet subordinate to Baha’u’llah… 

‘a human nature and superhuman knowledge blended’….    

‘Most Mighty Branch sprung from the Ancient Root’…     

‘Limb of the Law of God’… ‘Apple of Mine eye’…     

‘Mainspring of the Oneness of Humanity’ 

 

#5 – Who is Abdul-Bahá?  (continued)  

• designated ‘The Center of the Covenant’ by Baha’u’llah  

• believed by Baha’is to be ‘The Exemplar’ of every Baha’i ideal   

• expounded Baha’u’llah’s Principles, especially for the West 

• undertook a Mission in North America in 1912 (including Montreal)  

• writings & authenticated talks viewed as authoritative by Baha’is  

• might be compared to early Christian leaders, Peter & Paul,  

 as well as to the Islamic figure, Ali, ‘first Imam’   

 

 

 

 

 

 



#6 – Peter/Paul & Ali: Comparable to Abdul-Bahá? 

Ways PETER & PAUL were like Abdul-Bahá:       

  Peter was the foremost disciple who faced martyrdom in Rome     

  Paul was a deep thinker who adapted religious principles for Western minds   

  both courageously faced civil & religious opposition      

  their writings were deemed scriptural       

  Paul organized communities through letters & missions.    

 Ways PETER & PAUL were unlike Abdul-Bahá:      

  Paul originally opposed Jesus’ followers; Peter denied 3 times being Jesus’ follower   

  neither were widely embraced as Jesus’ successor       

  their writings were narrower in scope & application.     

 Ways ALI was like Abdul-Bahá:        

  chosen as successor by the Prophet (in both Shiah & Baha’i views)    

  had a widely recognized & exalted station       

  spoke & wrote with great authority        

  designed an ideal society / civilization with divine guidance.     

  Ways ALI was unlike Abdul-Bahá:        
  his succession claim was not widely accepted; it even led to civil war    

  he did not spread new Faith very far eastward or westward     

  his writings were narrower in scope & application.   

 

#7 – Historic Results of Succession Confusion: Dis-unity   

In past dispensations many errors arose because the believers in God’s Revelation   

 were overanxious to encompass the Divine Message within the framework of their  

 limited understanding, to define doctrines where definition was beyond their power,  

 to explain mysteries which only a later age would make comprehensible…    
  (UHJ, Messages 1963-86, p 87)  

The unity of the Church of Christ was irretrievably shattered because ‘the Edifice which the Fathers 

 of the Church reared rested in nowise upon the explicit directions of Christ Himself’.    

Likewise in the religion of Muhammad, the absence of definite, written guidance on the issue of 

 successorship became ‘the source of all the dissensions, the controversies, and schisms 

 which have dismembered and discredited Islam’.  (SE, WOB, pp 20-21)  

 

 

 

 

 



#8 – Can We Account for Humanity’s Succession Confusion?  
             

 Who is responsible for Succession Confusion –      

  God?... Prophets?... humanity?      

 Why were Jesus & Muhammad not more explicit      

  in designating Successors?  

The real reason why Christ did not make some explicit statement regarding His succession  

  is not known, and cannot be known.        

 For how can we, poor humans, claim to unravel the mysteries of God’s mind and purpose,  

  and to grasp the inscrutable dispensations of His providence.      
   (SE, Lights of Guidance, p 163)  

 Unlike all the Dispensations of the past, the apostles of Baha’u’llah in every land…   

  have before them in clear, in unequivocal and emphatic language, all the laws,  

  the regulations, the principles, the institutions, the guidance, they require for   

  the prosecution and consummation of their task.  (SE, WOB, p 21)  

 

#9 – Covenants: Definitions & Types    

 ‘Covenant’ – a binding agreement between parties, carrying mutually recognized obligations.  

 A Covenant in the religious sense is a binding agreement between God and man,  

 whereby God requires of man certain behaviour in return for which He guarantees  

 certain blessings… (UHJ, The Covenant, p 74)          

Baha’i Writings identify 3 major types of Covenants:        

 Greater Covenant – between a Manifestation & His followers re: the next Manifestation  

 Lesser Covenant – between a Manifestation & His followers re: the Successor  

 Eternal Covenant – between God & humanity, always providing bounties – that is,   

  God never abandons us, yet expects recognition & observance of guidance.    

George Townshend’s essay “The Covenant” distinguished 7 types:      

 Eternal Covenant between God & humanity… Progressive Covenant between God & each Prophet…  

 Greater Covenant between the Prophet & the faithful re: the Future Prophet…    

 Ethical Covenant identifying specific items of obedience… Lesser Covenant clarifying Succession…  

 Historic Covenant with immediate disciples… Continuing Covenant between Successor & the faithful.    

 

 

 



#10 – The Eternal or Everlasting Covenant       

O Son of Man!  I loved thy creation, hence I created thee.       

 Wherefore, do thou love Me, that I may name thy name and fill thy soul    

  with the spirit of life.  (Hidden Words, Arabic 4)    

Shoghi Effendi described the ‘Everlasting Covenant’ as becoming visible to humanity   

  with the Most Great Peace & a World Civilization      

  such as the world has not seen nor can as yet conceive.      

  Then will the Everlasting Covenant be fulfilled in all its completeness…    

  (with promises redeemed… prophecies realized… allegiance to one common   

  Revelation… the planet mirroring the glories of Baha’u’llah’s sovereignty…    

  earth made heavenly… fulfilling the love and wisdom of its Creator).     
      (SE, PDC, pp 202-03)  

 

#11 – Significance of Today’s Covenant    

It establishes, for Baha’is, the line of religious authority:       

 from God => Baha’u’llah => Abdul-Bahá => Guardianship => Universal House of Justice 

The essence of the Covenant is the continuation of divine guidance after the Ascension of the Prophet 

 through the presence in this world of an institution to which all the friends turn,  

 and which can indisputably state what is the will of God.         

After Abdul-Bahá, the Guardianship and the Universal House of Justice are such institutions.   

 (UHJ, The Covenant, p 39)  

For Baha’is, ‘the most important principle of faith is firmness in the Covenant’…  

 Baha’u’llah’s Covenant is central to ‘all aspects of the religion He has established’.   

 The power of the Covenant ‘quickens every distinguishing element of Baha’i life’.   

 Its light ‘is the educator of… minds… spirits… hearts… souls…’      

 It is the ‘Sure Handle… Universal Balance… Magnet of God’s Grace… Upraised Standard…  

  Ark of Salvation… the Cord stretched between earth and heaven’.   
  (Shahin Vafai, “Essence” p 1, using Abdul-Baha’s phrases; SE, GPB, pp 238-39)  

 

 

 

 

 



#12 – Purposes of Today’s Covenant       
             

 * providing the ark of spiritual safety & guidance      

  for every believer (SE)            

 * setting the rock-foundation without which      

  no sound superstructure can be built (SE)        

 * maintaining the unity of the Baha’i Faith  (SE)         

 * preserving the integrity of the Baha’i Faith –      

  keeping aligned with original purposes (SE)     

 * stimulating world-wide expansion of the Baha’i Faith (SE)     

 * establishing the unity of all humankind (UHJ)         

 * fulfilling the prophetic promise of        

  the Kingdom of God on earth (UHJ)  

 

#13 – Documents Establishing & Elucidating the Covenant 

 1 – “The Most Holy Book” (Kitab-i-Aqdas) by Baha’u’llah 

2 – “The Book of the Covenant” (Kitab-i-Ahd) by Baha’u’llah  

 3 – “The Will & Testament of Abdu’l-Bahá”  

4 – “The Dispensation of Baha’u’llah” by Shoghi Effendi  

5 – “The Constitution of the Universal House of Justice”  

6 – Letters of the Universal House of Justice dated:     

  March 9, 1965… May 27, 1966… December 7, 1969  

 

 

 

 

 



#14 – Abdu’l-Bahá: Center of the Covenant for this Day 

What is a ‘center’ and why do we need one?  

In a world full of outwardly scattering, distracting & competing forces –    

 widely varying social, political, legal, technical & economic spheres-of-influence –   

 what power or figure is capable of attracting, harmonizing &    

 directing humanity’s efforts toward common & worthy goals?   

In the physical world, the gravitational force of the sun coordinates the planets in our solar system, 

 providing light, heat & the orderly basis for life… but is there a corresponding   

 center-of-attraction in the socio-spiritual realm?       

What coordinating force or being can integrate a fractured & conflicted humanity?  

Historically, religions have generated lofty civilizations – but religions & the civilizations   

 built on their guidance gradually became divisive, corrupt & oppressive –   

 losing sight of their original Revelatory Guidance.  

If God is guiding humanity anew in our day, Who or What can we identify as   

 genuinely authoritative & inspired – so we can turn toward this    

 Source of Wisdom & Higher Purpose?  

Baha’is believe that Baha’u’llah – Prophet for this New Day of God –    

 designated Abdul-Baha as the Center of Guidance      

 for a world growing toward peace, justice & prosperity for all people.   

 

#15 – Abdu’l-Bahá: Interpreter of the Baha’i Revelation 

Who has been officially designated & empowered to interpret Baha’u’llah’s Revelation?  

Baha’u’llah wrote the Book of His Covenant, addressing His relations and all people of the world, 

 saying, ‘Verily, I have appointed One Who is the Center of My Covenant.     

 All must obey Him; all must turn to Him; He is the Expounder of My Book,   

 and He is informed of My purpose.  All must turn to Him’…       

The purpose of this statement is that there should never be discord and divergence among the Baha’is, 

 but that they should always be unified and agreed’.  (A-B quoting Baha’u’llah in PUP, p 249)  

‘BOOK’ = Word of God = Divine Guidance = Revelation = Religious Authority = Wisdom =   

 God’s Progressive Will & Purpose for Humanity 

The Interpreter of the Word is an extension of that center which is the Word itself.    

 The Book is the record of the utterance of Baha’u’llah,      

 while the divinely inspired Interpreter (‘Abdu’l-Bahá) is the living Mouth of that Book –  

 it is he and he alone who can authoritatively state what the Book means.     

  (UHJ, Messages 1963-86, p 160)  



#16 – Abdu’l-Bahá: Enunciator of Baha’u’llah’s Principles   

‘Abdu’l-Bahá expounded, with brilliant simplicity, with persuasiveness and force…     

those basic and distinguishing principles of His Father’s Faith… (SE, GPB, pp 281-2) 

1) the independent search after truth         

2) the oneness of the entire human race         

3) the basic unity of all religions          

4) elimination of all forms of prejudice 

5) harmony between religion & science 

6) equality of men & women 

7) universal education  

8) adoption of a universal auxiliary language 

9) abolition of the extremes of wealth & poverty 

10)   institution of a world tribunal 

11)   work in the spirit of service esteemed as worship 

12)   justice as the ruling principle of society 

13)   religion as the protector of all peoples 

14)   universal peace as the goal of all humanity   

 

#17 – Abdu’l-Bahá: Exemplar of Every Baha’i Virtue 

Do we have a trustworthy model for a ‘noble character’ or a ‘true global citizen’ –   

 an example to consider when pondering our daily activities,     

 our organizational initiatives, & our moral-spiritual purposes?  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá is, and should for all time be regarded… as… the embodiment of every Baha’i ideal, 

 the incarnation of every Baha’i virtue…         

In the person of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá the incompatible characteristics of a human nature and superhuman 

 knowledge and perfection have been blended and are completely harmonized.    
  (SE, WOB, p 134)  

‘VIRTUE’ = Moral-spiritual principles or ideals = God-given human capacities or qualities =   

 reflections of Divine Light mirrored by the human soul 

VIRTUES EMPHASIZED in the BAHA’I REVELATION:        

 Unity… Justice… Peace… Love… Service… Devotion… Compassion… Mercy… Truthfulness… 

 Consultation… Cooperation… Detachment… Faith… Humility… Wisdom… Steadfastness… 

 Sincerity… Effort… Philanthropy… Beauty  

Every story or episode in the life of Abdul-Bahá demonstrates a virtue.    

 Follow in the footsteps of Abdul-Bahá… Look at Me, follow Me, be as I am…   

 Guide ye the people to educate them in the ways of Abdul-Baha.      
  (SWAB p 245-6; “An Early Pilgrimage”, May Maxwell, p 42)    

 



#18 – What We Need for Covenantal Deepening:   
 Faith, Humility, Firmness, Search, Striving, Devotion, Love 

Every true believer, if he is to deepen in his understanding of the Cause of Baha’u’llah,   

 must needs combine profound faith in the unfailing efficacy of His Message and His Covenant, 

 with the humility of recognizing that no one of this generation can claim to have embraced 

 the vastness of His Cause, nor to have comprehended the manifold mysteries and 

 potentialities it contains.  (UHJ, Messages 1963-86, p 57)  

Abdul-Baha spoke of ‘firmness in the Covenant (as) the fortified fortress of the Cause of God,  

 and the firm pillar of the religion of God’.  (Tablets of the Divine Plan, p 51)  

Only when the lamp of search, of earnest striving… of passionate devotion, of fervid love…  

 is kindled within the seeker’s heart, and the breeze of His loving-kindness   

 is wafted upon his soul, will… the lights of knowledge and certitude envelop his being.   
  (Baha’u’llah, Gleanings, no. 125) 

How can we develop such qualities?  

 

#19 – Questions for 1st Breakout Session  

1 – My name, locality & current community-building activities, if any?  

2 – Any reactions to the presentation that I wish to share?  

3 – How will I introduce (or re-introduce) Abdul-Bahá to my friends?  

4 – What understanding of the Covenant will I share with my friends?  


