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Power and Protagonists 
 

[1] And yet, is not the object of every Revelation to effect a transformation in the whole 

character of mankind, a transformation that shall manifest itself, both outwardly and 

inwardly, that shall affect both its inner life and external conditions? (Baháʼu'lláh, The 

Kitáb-i-Íqán) www.bahai.org/r/501261243 

 

 

[2] If the web of relationships alluded to above is to take shape and give rise to a pattern 

of life distinguished by adherence to the principle of the oneness of humankind, certain 

foundational concepts must be carefully examined. Most notable among them is the 

conception of power. Clearly the concept of power as a means of domination, with the 

accompanying notions of contest, contention, division and superiority, must be left 

behind. This is not to deny the operation of power; after all, even in cases where 

institutions of society have received their mandates through the consent of the people, 

power is involved in the exercise of authority. But political processes, like other 

processes of life, should not remain unaffected by the powers of the human spirit that 

the Bahá’í Faith—for that matter, every great religious tradition that has appeared 

throughout the ages—hopes to tap: the power of unity, of love, of humble service, of 

pure deeds. Associated with power in this sense are words such as “release”, 

“encourage”, “channel”, “guide” and “enable”. Power is not a finite entity which is to 

be “seized” and “jealously guarded”; it constitutes a limitless capacity to transform that 

resides in the human race as a body. (The Universal House of Justice, 2 March 2013 – To 

the Bahá’ís of Iran) www.bahai.org/r/224980059 

 

 

[3] The body politic today is greatly in need of a physician. It is similar to a human body 

afflicted with severe ailments. A doctor diagnoses the case and prescribes treatment. He 

does not prescribe, however, until he has made the diagnosis. The disease which afflicts 

the body politic is lack of love and absence of altruism. In the hearts of men no real love 

is found, and the condition is such that, unless their susceptibilities are quickened by 

some power so that unity, love and accord may develop within them, there can be no 

healing, no agreement among mankind. Love and unity are the needs of the body 

politic today. Without these there can be no progress or prosperity attained. Therefore, 

the friends of God must adhere to the power which will create this love and unity in the 

hearts of the sons of men. Science cannot cure the illness of the body politic. Science 

cannot create amity and fellowship in human hearts. Neither can patriotism nor racial 

allegiance effect a remedy. It must be accomplished solely through the divine bounties 

and spiritual bestowals which have descended from God in this day for that purpose. 

http://www.bahai.org/r/501261243
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This is an exigency of the times, and the divine remedy has been provided. The spiritual 

teachings of the religion of God can alone create this love, unity and accord in human 

hearts. 

 

Therefore, hold to these heavenly agencies which God has provided so that through the 

love of God this soul-bond may be established, this heart-attachment realized and the 

light of the reality of unity be reflected from you throughout the universe. If we do not 

hold fast to these divine agencies and means, no result will be possible. Let us pray to 

God that He will exhilarate our spirits so we may behold the descent of His bounties, 

illumine our eyes to witness His great guidance and attune our ears to enjoy the 

celestial melodies of the heavenly Word. This is our greatest hope. This is our ultimate 

purpose. (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace) 

www.bahai.org/r/110529474 

 

 

[4] It is not enough to proclaim the Bahá’í message, essential as that is. It is not enough 

to expand the rolls of Bahá’í membership, vital as that is. Souls must be transformed, 

communities thereby consolidated, new models of life thus attained. Transformation is 

the essential purpose of the Cause of Bahá’u’lláh, but it lies in the will and effort of the 

individual to achieve it in obedience to the Covenant. (The Universal House of Justice, 

Riḍván 1989 – To the Bahá’ís of the World) www.bahai.org/r/565294175 

 

 
[5] Towards ensuring an orderly evolution of the community, a function of Bahá’í 

institutions is to organize and maintain a process of developing human resources 

whereby Bahá’ís, new and veteran alike, can acquire the knowledge and capacity to 

sustain a continuous expansion and consolidation of the community. The establishment 

of training institutes is critical to such effort, since they are centers through which large 

numbers of individuals can acquire and improve their ability to teach and administer 

the Faith. Their existence underscores the importance of knowledge of the Faith as a 

source of power for invigorating the life of the Bahá’í community and of the individuals 

who compose it.  (The Universal House of Justice, Riḍván 1998 – To the Bahá’ís of the 

World) www.bahai.org/r/398436350 

 

 

The Covenant and the Spiritual Genesis of the Administrative Order 

 

[6] ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Who incarnates an institution for which we can find no parallel 

whatsoever in any of the world’s recognized religious systems, may be said to have 

http://www.bahai.org/r/110529474
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closed the Age to which He Himself belonged and opened the one in which we are now 

laboring. His Will and Testament should thus be regarded as the perpetual, the 

indissoluble link which the mind of Him Who is the Mystery of God has conceived in 

order to insure the continuity of the three ages that constitute the component parts of 

the Bahá’í Dispensation. The period in which the seed of the Faith had been slowly 

germinating is thus intertwined both with the one which must witness its efflorescence 

and the subsequent age in which that seed will have finally yielded its golden fruit. 

 

The creative energies released by the Law of Bahá’u’lláh, permeating and evolving 

within the mind of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, have, by their very impact and close interaction, given 

birth to an Instrument which may be viewed as the Charter of the New World Order 

which is at once the glory and the promise of this most great Dispensation. The Will 

may thus be acclaimed as the inevitable offspring resulting from that mystic intercourse 

between Him Who communicated the generating influence of His divine Purpose and 

the One Who was its vehicle and chosen recipient. Being the Child of the Covenant—

the Heir of both the Originator and the Interpreter of the Law of God—the Will and 

Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá can no more be divorced from Him Who supplied the 

original and motivating impulse than from the One Who ultimately conceived it. 

Bahá’u’lláh’s inscrutable purpose, we must ever bear in mind, has been so thoroughly 

infused into the conduct of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, and their motives have been so closely 

wedded together, that the mere attempt to dissociate the teachings of the former from 

any system which the ideal Exemplar of those same teachings has established would 

amount to a repudiation of one of the most sacred and basic truths of the Faith. 

 

The Administrative Order, which ever since ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s ascension has evolved and 

is taking shape under our very eyes in no fewer than forty countries of the world, may 

be considered as the framework of the Will itself, the inviolable stronghold wherein this 

new-born child is being nurtured and developed. This Administrative Order, as it 

expands and consolidates itself, will no doubt manifest the potentialities and reveal the 

full implications of this momentous Document—this most remarkable expression of the 

Will of One of the most remarkable Figures of the Dispensation of Bahá’u’lláh. It will, as 

its component parts, its organic institutions, begin to function with efficiency and vigor, 

assert its claim and demonstrate its capacity to be regarded not only as the nucleus but 

the very pattern of the New World Order destined to embrace in the fullness of time the 

whole of mankind. (Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh) 

www.bahai.org/r/588880514 

 

 

[7] To direct and canalize these forces let loose by this Heaven-sent process, and to 

insure their harmonious and continuous operation after His ascension, an instrument 

http://www.bahai.org/r/588880514
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divinely ordained, invested with indisputable authority, organically linked with the 

Author of the Revelation Himself, was clearly indispensable. That instrument 

Bahá’u’lláh had expressly provided through the institution of the Covenant, an 

institution which He had firmly established prior to His ascension. This same Covenant 

He had anticipated in His Kitáb-i-Aqdas, had alluded to it as He bade His last farewell 

to the members of His family, who had been summoned to His bed-side, in the days 

immediately preceding His ascension, and had incorporated it in a special document 

which He designated as “the Book of My Covenant,” and which He entrusted, during 

His last illness, to His eldest son ‘Abdu’l-Bahá. (Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By) 

www.bahai.org/r/185960141 

 

 

[8] As the administrative work of the Cause steadily expands, as its various branches 

grow in importance and number, it is absolutely necessary that we bear in mind this 

fundamental fact that all these administrative activities, however harmoniously and 

efficiently conducted, are but means to an end, and should be regarded as direct 

instruments for the propagation of the Bahá’í Faith. Let us take heed lest in our great 

concern for the perfection of the administrative machinery of the Cause, we lose sight of 

the Divine Purpose for which it has been created. (Shoghi Effendi, Bahá’í 

Administration) www.bahai.org/r/227547346 

 

 

[9] To attempt to estimate its full value, and grasp its exact significance after so short a 

time since its inception would be premature and presumptuous on our part. We must 

trust to time, and the guidance of God’s Universal House of Justice, to obtain a clearer 

and fuller understanding of its provisions and implications.… (The Universal House of 

Justice, 9 March 1965 – to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the 

Netherlands) www.bahai.org/r/298612403 

 

 

[10] Let no one, while this System is still in its infancy, misconceive its character, belittle 

its significance or misrepresent its purpose. The bedrock on which this Administrative 

Order is founded is God’s immutable Purpose for mankind in this day. The Source from 

which it derives its inspiration is no one less than Bahá’u’lláh Himself. Its shield and 

defender are the embattled hosts of the Abhá Kingdom. Its seed is the blood of no less 

than twenty thousand martyrs who have offered up their lives that it may be born and 

flourish. The axis round which its institutions revolve are the authentic provisions of 

the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá. Its guiding principles are the truths which He 

Who is the unerring Interpreter of the teachings of our Faith has so clearly enunciated in 

His public addresses throughout the West. The laws that govern its operation and limit 

http://www.bahai.org/r/185960141
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its functions are those which have been expressly ordained in the Kitáb-i-Aqdas. The 

seat round which its spiritual, its humanitarian and administrative activities will cluster 

are the Mashriqu’l-Adhkár and its Dependencies. The pillars that sustain its authority 

and buttress its structure are the twin institutions of the Guardianship and of the 

Universal House of Justice. The central, the underlying aim which animates it is the 

establishment of the New World Order as adumbrated by Bahá’u’lláh. The methods it 

employs, the standard it inculcates, incline it to neither East nor West, neither Jew nor 

Gentile, neither rich nor poor, neither white nor colored. Its watchword is the 

unification of the human race; its standard the “Most Great Peace”; its consummation 

the advent of that golden millennium—the Day when the kingdoms of this world shall 

have become the Kingdom of God Himself, the Kingdom of Bahá’u’lláh. (The World 

Order of Bahá’u’lláh) www.bahai.org/r/337384896 

 

 

The Grassroots 

 

[11] As translated into programs and projects by national and local institutions, the 

Plan, among other things, gives direction, identifies goals, stimulates effort, provides a 

variety of needed facilities and materials to benefit the work of teachers and 

administrators. This is of course necessary for the proper functioning of the community, 

but is of no consequence unless its individual members respond through active 

participation. In so responding, each individual, too, must make a conscious decision as 

to what he or she will do to serve the Plan, and as to how, where and when to do it. This 

determination enables the individual to check the progress of his actions and, if 

necessary, to modify the steps being taken. Becoming accustomed to such a procedure 

of systematic striving lends meaning and fulfillment to the life of any Bahá’í. 

 

But beyond the necessity of responding to the call of the institutions, the individual is 

charged by Bahá’u’lláh Himself with the sacred duty of teaching His Cause, described 

by Him as the “most meritorious of all deeds.” So long as there are souls in need of 

enlightenment, this duty must surely remain the constant occupation of every believer. 

In its fulfillment, the individual is directly responsible to Bahá’u’lláh. “Let him not wait 

for any directions,” Shoghi Effendi urgently advises, “or expect any special 

encouragement, from the elected representatives of his community, nor be deterred by 

any obstacles which his relatives, or fellow-citizens may be inclined to place in his path, 

nor mind the censure of his critics or enemies.” The writings of the Central Figures and 

of our Guardian are replete with advice and exhortations concerning the individual’s 

irreplaceable role in the advancement of the Cause. So it is inevitable that we should 

feel impelled, at this particular time in the life of humanity as a whole, to appeal 

http://www.bahai.org/r/337384896
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directly to each member of our community to ponder the urgent situation facing us all 

as the helpers of the Abhá Beauty. 

 

Our lot, dear brothers and sisters, is to be consciously involved in a vast historic process 

the like of which has not ever before been experienced by any people. As a global 

community, we have, thus far, attained a unique and magnificent success in being 

representative of the full spectrum of the human race—thanks to the inestimable 

expenditure of life, effort and treasure willingly made by thousands of our spiritual 

forebears. There is no other aggregation of human beings who can claim to have raised 

up a system with the demonstrated capacity to unite all of God’s children in one world-

embracing Order. This achievement places us not only in a position of incomparable 

strength, but more particularly in one of inescapable responsibility. Does not every one 

of us therefore have a divine obligation to fulfill, a sacred duty to perform towards 

every other one who is not yet aware of the call of God’s latest Manifestation? Time 

does not stop, does not wait. With every passing hour a fresh affliction strikes at a 

distracted humanity. Dare we linger? (The Universal House of Justice, Riḍván 1998 – To 

the Bahá’ís of the World) www.bahai.org/r/470514346 

 

 

[12] What needs to occur in the first instance is relatively straightforward: Individual 

awareness of the process of growth gathering momentum in the village, born of each 

[Local Spiritual Assembly] member’s personal involvement in the core activities, must 

coalesce into a collective consciousness that recognizes both the nature of the 

transformation under way and the obligation of the Assembly to foster it. Without 

doubt, some attention will have to be given to certain basic administrative functions—

for example, meeting with a degree of regularity, conducting the Nineteen Day Feast 

and planning Holy Day observances, establishing a local fund, and holding annual 

elections in accordance with Bahá’í principle. However, it should not prove difficult for 

the Local Assembly to begin, concomitant with such efforts and with encouragement 

from an assistant to an Auxiliary Board member, to consult as a body on one or two 

specific issues with immediate relevance to the life of the community: how the 

devotional character of the village is being enhanced through the efforts of individuals 

who have completed the first institute course; how the spiritual education of the 

children is being addressed by teachers raised up by the institute; how the potential of 

junior youth is being realized by the programme for their spiritual empowerment; how 

the spiritual and social fabric of the community is being strengthened as the friends 

visit one another in their homes. As the Assembly consults on such tangible matters and 

learns to nurture the process of growth lovingly and patiently, its relationship with the 

Area Teaching Committee and the training institute gradually becomes cemented in a 

common purpose. But, of still greater importance, it will begin to lay the foundations on 

http://www.bahai.org/r/470514346
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which can be built that uniquely affectionate and genuinely supportive relationship, 

described by the beloved Guardian in many of his messages, which Local Spiritual 

Assemblies should establish with the individual believer. (28 December 2010 – To the 

Conference of the Continental Boards of Counsellors) www.bahai.org/r/198976588 

 

 

[13] What the Master desired to protect the friends against was continual bickering and 

opinionatedness. A believer can ask the Assembly why they made a certain decision 

and politely request them to reconsider. But then he must leave it at that, and not go on 

disrupting local affairs through insisting on his own views. This applies to an Assembly 

member as well. We all have a right to our opinions, we are bound to think differently; 

but a Bahá’í must accept the majority decision of his Assembly, realizing that 

acceptance and harmony — even if a mistake has been made — are the really important 

things, and when we serve the Cause properly, in the Bahá’í way, God will right any 

wrongs done in the end. (Written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi, 19 October 1947, 

Compilation of Compilations vol II, p. 57) 

 

 

Regions, Nations, and Continents 
 

[14] The functions of a Regional Bahá’í Council and the degree of authority conferred 

upon it are within the discretion of a National Spiritual Assembly. … To carry out the 

policies of the National Spiritual Assembly and to supervise, on behalf of the National 

Assembly, the smooth and efficient execution of the plans and projects for its region. … 

To take initiative in the promotion of the Faith in the region and to carry out its 

decisions within the range of authority vested in it by the National Assembly. The 

National Assembly allows the Council a wide latitude for autonomous action, 

intervening in its work only in matters which the Assembly regards as being of major 

importance. The main task of a Regional Bahá’í Council is to devise and execute 

expansion and consolidation plans in close collaboration with the Local Spiritual 

Assemblies and the believers within its area of jurisdiction. Its goal is to create strong 

Local Spiritual Assemblies which will be the focal centers of Bahá’í activity, will exercise 

their vitally important role in the development of the Faith and will demonstrate their 

ability to regulate the affairs of their local communities. (The Universal House of Justice, 

30 May 1997 – To National Spiritual Assemblies) www.bahai.org/r/121734051 

 

 

[15] This [25-year series of Plans] was also the period in which the Regional Bahá’í 

Council emerged as a fully fledged institution of the Cause, and in 230 regions now, 

http://www.bahai.org/r/198976588
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Councils and those training institutes they oversee have proved themselves 

indispensable for advancing the process of growth. (The Universal House of Justice, 

Riḍván 2021 – To the Bahá’ís of the World) www.bahai.org/r/561189867 

 

 

[16] The institution of the House of Justice consists of elected councils which operate at 

the local, national and international levels of society. Bahá’u’lláh ordains both the 

Universal House of Justice and the Local Houses of Justice in the Kitáb-i-Aqdas. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, in His Will and Testament, provides for the Secondary (National or 

Regional) Houses of Justice and outlines the method to be pursued for the election of 

the Universal House of Justice. (The Kitáb-i-Aqdas, Notes #49) 

www.bahai.org/r/392543263 

 

 

[17] … the National Body is like the beating of a healthy heart in the midst of the 

Community, pumping spiritual love, energy and encouragement out to all the 

members. (Written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi, 30 June 1957, High Endeavours, pp. 35-

36) 

 

 

[18] The Administrative Order conceived by Bahá’u’lláh accomplishes its divinely 

ordained purpose through a system of institutions, each with its defined sphere of 

action. The central governing body of the Order is the Universal House of Justice, 

whose terms of reference are the revealed Word of Bahá’u’lláh together with the 

interpretations and expositions of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá and the Guardian. Under its guidance, 

legislative, executive and judicial authority over the affairs of the Bahá’í community is 

exercised by Local and National Spiritual Assemblies. This authority is also exercised 

by Regional Councils, committees and other agencies established by these institutions, 

to the extent that it is so delegated. 

 

Together with the authority vested in elected corporate bodies to make decisions 

binding on the community is the spiritual, moral and intellectual influence that the 

Administrative Order exerts on both the lives of believers and the work of the Faith’s 

institutions. This influence acquires a special character through the services performed 

by those individuals who are appointed to the high rank of Counsellors and by their 

deputies. More specifically, the Continental Counsellors and the members of the 

Auxiliary Boards and their assistants are charged with functions relating to the 

protection and propagation of the Faith. In carrying out their duties, the Continental 

Counsellors receive their guidance from the International Teaching Centre, an 

http://www.bahai.org/r/561189867
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institution whose mandate is global and which functions in close proximity to the 

Universal House of Justice. 

 

Acting in their respective roles, the two institutions of the Counsellors and the Spiritual 

Assemblies share responsibility for the protection and propagation of the Faith. The 

harmonious interaction between them ensures the constant flow of guidance, love and 

encouragement to the believers and invigorates their individual and collective 

endeavours to advance the Cause. The value of such interaction is underscored by 

words of the Guardian, in a cable message dated 4 June 1957, referring at the time to the 

Hands of the Cause and National Assemblies: “SECURITY PRECIOUS FAITH 

PRESERVATION SPIRITUAL HEALTH BAHÁ’Í COMMUNITIES VITALITY FAITH 

ITS INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS PROPER FUNCTIONING ITS LABORIOUSLY ERECTED 

INSTITUTIONS FRUITION ITS WORLDWIDE ENTERPRISES FULFILMENT ITS 

ULTIMATE DESTINY ALL DIRECTLY DEPENDENT BEFITTING DISCHARGE 

WEIGHTY RESPONSIBILITIES NOW RESTING MEMBERS THESE TWO 

INSTITUTIONS…”. 

 

Freed from those administrative functions assigned to elected bodies, the Counsellors 

and Auxiliary Board members are able to concentrate their energies on the task of 

promoting adherence to principle on the part of individual Bahá’ís, Bahá’í institutions 

and Bahá’í communities. Their understanding of the Teachings, together with the 

wisdom that comes from the experience gained through intimate involvement in the 

many aspects of Bahá’í activity, especially qualifies them to offer advice that assists the 

work of elected bodies. Further, the fact that they occupy a rank higher than that of the 

Spiritual Assemblies ensures that they are kept properly informed and that Spiritual 

Assemblies give due consideration to their advice and recommendations. The 

administrative processes of the Faith are not only concerned with judicial matters, laws 

and regulations, and programmes that direct action, but also embrace those measures 

that elicit from the friends wholehearted response and channel their energies. 

Counsellors and their auxiliaries bring to bear on all such administrative processes their 

ability as individuals of proven devotion and consecrated spirit. Similarly, they play a 

vital part in encouraging the friends and in fostering individual initiative, diversity and 

freedom of action. In their endeavours they strive to follow in the footsteps of the 

Hands of the Cause, whom ‘Abdu’l-Bahá called on “to diffuse the Divine Fragrances, to 

edify the souls of men, to promote learning, to improve the character of all men and to 

be, at all times and under all conditions, sanctified and detached from earthly things.” 

(The Universal House of Justice, 1 January 2001, The Institution of the Counsellors, 

https://www.bahai.org/documents/bwc/institution-counsellors) 

 

 

https://www.bahai.org/documents/bwc/institution-counsellors
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The Guardian and the Universal House of Justice 
 

[19] It should be stated, at the very outset, in clear and unambiguous language, that 

these twin institutions of the Administrative Order of Bahá’u’lláh [the institutions of the 

Guardianship and of the Universal House of Justice] should be regarded as divine in 

origin, essential in their functions and complementary in their aim and purpose. Their 

common, their fundamental object is to insure the continuity of that divinely-appointed 

authority which flows from the Source of our Faith, to safeguard the unity of its 

followers and to maintain the integrity and flexibility of its teachings. Acting in 

conjunction with each other these two inseparable institutions administer its affairs, 

coördinate its activities, promote its interests, execute its laws and defend its subsidiary 

institutions. Severally, each operates within a clearly defined sphere of jurisdiction; each 

is equipped with its own attendant institutions—instruments designed for the effective 

discharge of its particular responsibilities and duties. Each exercises, within the 

limitations imposed upon it, its powers, its authority, its rights and prerogatives. These 

are neither contradictory, nor detract in the slightest degree from the position which 

each of these institutions occupies. Far from being incompatible or mutually 

destructive, they supplement each other’s authority and functions, and are permanently 

and fundamentally united in their aims. (Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of 

Bahá’u’lláh) www.bahai.org/r/568030410  

 

 

[20] Bahá’u’lláh, the Revealer of God’s Word in this Day, the Source of Authority, the 

Fountainhead of Justice, the Creator of a new World Order, the Establisher of the Most 

Great Peace, the Inspirer and Founder of a world civilization, the Judge, the Lawgiver, 

the Unifier and Redeemer of all mankind, has proclaimed the advent of God’s Kingdom 

on earth, has formulated its laws and ordinances, enunciated its principles, and 

ordained its institutions. To direct and canalize the forces released by His Revelation He 

instituted His Covenant, whose power has preserved the integrity of His Faith, 

maintained its unity and stimulated its world-wide expansion throughout the 

successive ministries of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá and Shoghi Effendi. It continues to fulfil its life-

giving purpose through the agency of the Universal House of Justice whose 

fundamental object, as one of the twin successors of Bahá’u’lláh and ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, is to 

ensure the continuity of that divinely-appointed authority which flows from the Source 

of the Faith, to safeguard the unity of its followers, and to maintain the integrity and 

flexibility of its teachings. 

 

“The fundamental purpose animating the Faith of God and His Religion”, declares 

Bahá’u’lláh, “is to safeguard the interests and promote the unity of the human race, and to 

http://www.bahai.org/r/568030410
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foster the spirit of love and fellowship amongst men. Suffer it not to become a source of 

dissension and discord, of hate and enmity. This is the straight Path, the fixed and immovable 

foundation. Whatsoever is raised on this foundation, the changes and chances of the world can 

never impair its strength, nor will the revolution of countless centuries undermine its 

structure.” 

 

“Unto the Most Holy Book”, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá declares in His Will and Testament, “every one 

must turn, and all that is not expressly recorded therein must be referred to the Universal House 

of Justice.” 

 

The provenance, the authority, the duties, the sphere of action of the Universal House of 

Justice all derive from the revealed Word of Bahá’u’lláh which, together with the 

interpretations and expositions of the Centre of the Covenant and of the Guardian of 

the Cause—who, after ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, is the sole authority in the interpretation of Bahá’í 

Scripture—constitute the binding terms of reference of the Universal House of Justice 

and are its bedrock foundation. The authority of these Texts is absolute and immutable 

until such time as Almighty God shall reveal His new Manifestation to Whom will 

belong all authority and power. 

There being no successor to Shoghi Effendi as Guardian of the Cause of God, the 

Universal House of Justice is the Head of the Faith and its supreme institution, to which 

all must turn, and on it rests the ultimate responsibility for ensuring the unity and 

progress of the Cause of God. Further, there devolve upon it the duties of directing and 

coordinating the work of the Hands of the Cause, of ensuring the continuing discharge 

of the functions of protection and propagation vested in that institution, and of 

providing for the receipt and disbursement of the Ḥuqúqu’lláh. (The Universal House 

of Justice, The Constitution of the Universal House of Justice, 

https://www.bahai.org/documents/the-universal-house-of-justice/constitution-

universal-house-justice) 

 

https://www.bahai.org/documents/the-universal-house-of-justice/constitution-universal-house-justice
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