
Handout, Building A Just Global Order – 2 workshops  
 

The workshops provide an introduction to current global governance challenges and proposals in 

relationship to the Bahá’í writings on global governance.  

 

Summary of materials 

The chief sources of Bahá’í teachings on the subject: (see attached) 

• Story of Abdul-Baha’s Tablet to the Hague 

• The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh by Shoghi Effendi, particularly the sections  

o World Commonwealth, The World Order of Baha'u'llah, p. 40 

o World Commonwealth, The World Order of Baha’u’llah, pp. 202-204. 

• The Promise of World Peace, UHJ, 1985 

• A Governance Befitting, Bahá’í International Community, 2020 Video  

 

 

Current global challenges and related proposals were taken from the 2020 book Global 

Governance and the Emergence of Global Institutions for the 21st Century by Augusto Lopez-

Claros, Arthur Lyon Dahl, Maja Groff.  

The book is available for sale or as open-source printable downloads, in whole or part, from 

Cambridge Press at the above link.  

CONTENTS with hyperlinks to each Chapter  

Full book pdf 

Authors: 

• Maja Groff, International lawyer based in The Hague, and Convener of the Climate Governance 
Commission. She is a co-winner of the New Shape Prize  

• Arthur Dahl, President of the International Environment Forum, a retired Deputy Assistant 
Executive Director of UNEP and co-winner of the New Shape Prize 

• Augusto Lopez-Claros, Co-author of Global Governance and the Emergence of Global Institutions 
for the 21st Century and co-winner of the New Shape Prize 

 
Recommended preparation for the workshop: Book Preface 
 

Also of interest: playlist of videos of May 2021 course by Mary-Wynne Ashford on A Just Global 
Order, online. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnOgKrQaqadiG5ozhzRp1uw 
 

For further research and notifications on global governance progress, sign up at:  

• Global Challenges Foundation   

• Coalition for the UN We Need  
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https://reference.bahai.org/en/t/se/WOB/wob-20.html
http://reference.bahai.org/en/t/o/BNE/bne-197.html
https://www.bahai.org/documents/the-universal-house-of-justice/promise-world-peace
https://www.bic.org/publications/governance-befitting-humanity-and-path-toward-just-global-order
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6lFbmB3XZWg&ab_channel=BICUNoffice
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/global-governance-and-the-emergence-of-global-institutions-for-the-21st-century/AF7D40B152C4CBEDB310EC5F40866A59
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/global-governance-and-the-emergence-of-global-institutions-for-the-21st-century/AF7D40B152C4CBEDB310EC5F40866A59
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/global-governance-and-the-emergence-of-global-institutions-for-the-21st-century/preface/CD23D9D9722a8395F1887BD9BB0427105/core-reader#FMT-prf-1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnOgKrQaqadiG5ozhzRp1uw
https://globalchallenges.org/
https://c4unwn.org/


Tablet to the Hague, Abdu’l-Baha  
One of the organizations with thousands of members was the Central Organization for a Durable 

Peace. It published its constitution in newspapers all over the world. This was read by Mr. Ahmad 

Yazdání who in consultation with Hand of the Cause Mr. Ibn-i-Asdaq wrote a paper to the 

organization informing them about the Baháʼí Principles and suggesting they seek guidance from 

ʻAbdu'l-Bahá regarding their aim to establish universal peace.[1] The organization wrote a letter 

through Mr. Yazdání to ʻAbdu'l-Bahá dated February 11, 1916. When the letter arrived, ʻAbdu'l-

Bahá revealed the "Tablet to The Hague". It could not be delivered until June,1920 when it was 

delivered in person to the organization by Mr. Yazdání and Mr. Ibn-i-Asdaq. The letter was dated 

February 11, 1916, but this letter did not arrive for many years due to the war. [2] By the time the 

letter arrived the organization had already been disbanded in June 1919 after the signing of 

the treaty of Versailles.[3]   (Information from Wikipedia, Tablets to the Hague (edited). The more 

authoritative story of the Tablets of the Hague is here:  https://news.bahai.org/story/1378/) 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá said, “spiritual advancement may be likened to the light of the early dawn. Although 
this dawn light is dim and pale, a wise man who views the march of the sunrise at its very 
beginning can foretell the ascendancy of the sun in its full glory and effulgence…this twentieth 
century is the dawn, or beginning, of spiritual illumination, and it is evident that day by day it 
will advance.” Talk in Jersey City, New Jersey in 1912 

“The Supreme Tribunal which Bahá’u’lláh has described will fulfil this sacred task with the utmost 
might and power. And His plan is this: that the national assemblies of each country and nation—
that is to say parliaments—should elect two or three persons who are the choicest men of that 
nation, and are well informed concerning international laws and the relations between 
governments and aware of the essential needs of the world of humanity in this day.  The number 
of these representatives should be in proportion to the number of inhabitants of that country. The 
election of these souls who are chosen by the national assembly, that is, the parliament, must be 
confirmed by the upper house, the congress and the cabinet and also by the president or monarch 
so these persons may be the elected ones of all the nation and the government. From among 
these people the members of the Supreme Tribunal will be elected, and all mankind will thus have 
a share therein, for every one of these delegates is fully representative of his nation. When the 
Supreme Tribunal gives a ruling on any international question, either unanimously or by majority 
rule, there will no longer be any pretext for the plaintiff or ground of objection for the defendant. In 
case any of the governments or nations, in the execution of the irrefutable decision of the Supreme 
Tribunal, be negligent or dilatory, the rest of the nations will rise up against it, because all the 
governments and nations of the world are the supporters of this Supreme Tribunal. Consider what 
a firm foundation this is!” – from the First Tablet to the Hague, Abdu’l-Bahá 

 

 

Two excerpts from the The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, by Shoghi Effendi (emphasis added) 

Some form of a world super-state must needs be evolved, in whose favour all the nations of the 
world will have willingly ceded every claim to make war, certain rights to impose taxation and all 
rights to maintain armaments, except for purposes of maintaining internal order within their 
respective dominions.  

Such a state will have to include within its orbit an international executive adequate to enforce 
supreme and unchallengeable authority on every recalcitrant member of the commonwealth;  

a world parliament whose members shall be elected by the people in their respective countries 
and whose election shall be confirmed by their respective governments;  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hands_of_the_Cause
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ibn-i-Asdaq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tablet_to_The_Hague#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tablet_to_The_Hague#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Versailles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tablet_to_The_Hague#cite_note-3
https://news.bahai.org/story/1378/


and a supreme tribunal whose judgment will have a binding effect even in such cases where the 
parties concerned did not voluntarily agree to submit their case to its consideration.  

A world community in which all economic barriers will have been permanently demolished and 
the interdependence of Capital and Labour definitely recognized;  

in which the clamour of religious fanaticism and strife will have been forever stilled;  

in which the flame of racial animosity will have been finally extinguished;  

in which a single code of international law -- the product of the considered judgment of the 
world's federated representatives -- shall have as its sanction the instant and coercive intervention 
of the combined forces of the federated units;  

and finally a world community in which the fury of a capricious and militant nationalism will have 
been transmuted into an abiding consciousness of world citizenship – such indeed, appears, in its 
broadest outline, the Order anticipated by Bahá'u'lláh, an Order that shall come to be regarded as 
the fairest fruit of a slowly maturing age.  

(Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Baha'u'llah, p. 40) 

 “The unity of the human race, as envisaged by Baha’u’llah, implies the establishment of a 
world commonwealth in which all nations, races, creeds and classes are closely and 
permanently united, and in which the autonomy of its state members and the personal freedom 
and initiative of the individuals that compose them are definitely and completely safeguarded. 

This commonwealth must, as far as we can visualize it, consist of a world legislature, whose 
members will, as the trustees of the whole of mankind, ultimately control the entire resources of all 
the component nations, and will enact such laws as shall be required to regulate the life, satisfy the 
needs and adjust the relationships of all races and peoples. A world executive, backed by an 
international Force, will carry out the decisions arrived at, and apply the laws enacted by, this 
world legislature, and will safeguard the organic unity of the whole commonwealth. 

A world tribunal will adjudicate and deliver its compulsory and final verdict in all and any disputes 
that may arise between the various elements constituting this universal system. A mechanism of 
world inter-communication will be devised, embracing the whole planet, freed from national 
hindrances and restrictions, and functioning with marvellous swiftness and perfect regularity. 

A world metropolis will act as the nerve center of a world civilization, the focus towards which the 
unifying forces of life will converge and from which its energizing influences will radiate. A world 
language will either be invented or chosen from among the existing languages and will be taught 
in the schools of all the federated nations as an auxiliary to their mother tongue. A world script, a 
world literature, a uniform and universal system of currency, of weights and measures, will 
simplify and facilitate intercourse and understanding among the nations and races of mankind. 

In such a world society, science and religion, the two most potent forces in human life, will be 
reconciled, will cooperate, and will harmoniously develop. The press will, under such a system, 
while giving full scope to the expression of the diversified views and convictions of mankind, cease 
to be mischievously manipulated by vested interests, whether private or public, and will be 
liberated from the influence of contending governments and peoples. The economic resources of 
the world will be organized, its sources of raw materials will be tapped and fully utilized, its markets 
will be coordinated and developed, and the distribution of its products will be equitably 
regulated. 

https://reference.bahai.org/en/t/se/WOB/wob-20.html


National rivalries, hatreds, and intrigues will cease, and racial animosity and prejudice will be 
replaced by racial amity, understanding and cooperation. The causes of religious strife will be 
permanently removed, economic barriers and restrictions will be completely abolished, and the 
inordinate distinction between classes will be obliterated. 

Destitution on the one hand, and gross accumulation of ownership on the other, will disappear. 
The enormous energy dissipated and wasted on war, whether economic or political, will be 
consecrated to such ends as will extend the range of human inventions and technical 
development, to the increase of the productivity of mankind, to the extermination of disease, to the 
extension of scientific research, to the raising of the standard of physical health, to the sharpening 
and refinement of the human brain, to the exploitation of the unused and unsuspected resources of 
the planet, to the prolongation of human life, and to the furtherance of any other agency that can 
stimulate the intellectual, the moral, and spiritual life of the entire human race. 

 
 – Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Baha’u’llah, pp. 202-204. 

 

 

Quotes from the Universal House of Justice: The Promise of World Peace, Oct. 1985 
 

The primary challenge in dealing with issues of peace is to raise the context to the level of 

principle, as distinct from pure pragmatism. For, in essence, peace stems from an inner state 

supported by a spiritual or moral attitude, and it is chiefly in evoking this attitude that the possibility 

of enduring solutions can be found. 

Whether peace is to be reached only after unimaginable horrors precipitated by humanity’s 

stubborn clinging to old patterns of behavior, or is to be embraced now by an act of consultative 

will, is the choice before all who inhabit the earth. At this critical juncture when the intractable 

problems confronting nations have been fused into one common concern for the whole world, 

failure to stem the tide of conflict and disorder would be unconscionably irresponsible. 

Flaws in the prevailing order are conspicuous in the inability of sovereign states organized 

as United Nations to exorcise the specter of war, the threatened collapse of the international 

economic order, the spread of anarchy and terrorism, and the intense suffering which these and 

other afflictions are causing to increasing millions. Indeed, so much have aggression and conflict 

come to characterize our social, economic and religious systems, that many have succumbed to 

the view that such behavior is intrinsic to human nature and therefore ineradicable. 

With the entrenchment of this view, a paralyzing contradiction has developed in human 

affairs. On the one hand, people of all nations proclaim not only their readiness but their longing for 

peace and harmony, for an end to the harrowing apprehensions tormenting their daily lives. On the 

other, uncritical assent is given to the proposition that human beings are incorrigibly selfish and 

aggressive and thus incapable of erecting a social system at once progressive and peaceful, 

dynamic and harmonious, a system giving free play to individual creativity and initiative but 

based on cooperation and reciprocity. 

The increasing attention being focused on some of the most deep-rooted problems of the planet 

is yet another hopeful sign. Despite the obvious shortcomings of the United Nations, the more than 

two score declarations and conventions adopted by that organization, even where 

governments have not been enthusiastic in their commitment, have given ordinary people a sense 

of a new lease on life. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Convention on the 
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Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, and the similar measures concerned 

with eliminating all forms of discrimination based on race, sex or religious belief; upholding the 

rights of the child; protecting all persons against being subjected to torture; eradicating hunger and 

malnutrition; using scientific and technological progress in the interest of peace and the benefit of 

mankind—all such measures, if courageously enforced and expanded, will advance the day when 

the specter of war will have lost its power to dominate international relations.  

Acceptance of the oneness of mankind is the first fundamental prerequisite for 

reorganization and administration of the world as one country, the home of humankind. Universal 

acceptance of this spiritual principle is essential to any successful attempt to establish world 

peace. It should therefore be universally proclaimed, taught in schools, and constantly asserted in 

every nation as preparation for the organic change in the structure of society which it implies. 

Concerning the proceedings for this world gathering, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, the son of Bahá’u’lláh 

and authorized interpreter of his teachings, offered these insights:  

“They must make the Cause of Peace the object of general consultation, and seek by every 

means in their power to establish a Union of the nations of the world. They must conclude a 

binding treaty and establish a covenant, the provisions of which shall be sound, inviolable and 

definite. They must proclaim it to all the world and obtain for it the sanction of all the human race. 

This supreme and noble undertaking—the real source of the peace and well-being of all the 

world—should be regarded as sacred by all that dwell on earth. All the forces of humanity must be 

mobilized to ensure the stability and permanence of this Most Great Covenant. In this all-

embracing Pact the limits and frontiers of each and every nation should be clearly fixed, the 

principles underlying the relations of governments towards one another definitely laid down, and all 

international agreements and obligations ascertained. In like manner, the size of the armaments of 

every government should be strictly limited, for if the preparations for war and the military forces of 

any nation should be allowed to increase, they will arouse the suspicion of others. The 

fundamental principle underlying this solemn Pact should be so fixed that if any government later 

violate any one of its provisions, all the governments on earth should arise to reduce it to 

utter submission, nay the human race as a whole should resolve, with every power at its 

disposal, to destroy that government. Should this greatest of all remedies be applied to the sick 

body of the world, it will assuredly recover from its ills and will remain eternally safe and secure.” 

 
 

Quotes from BIC, A Governance Befitting, 2020 

The demands of the present moment are pushing existing structures for facilitating deliberations 

among nations, as well as systems of conflict resolution beyond their capacity for effectiveness. 

We therefore find ourselves at the threshold of a defining task: purposefully organizing our affairs 

in full consciousness of ourselves as one people in one shared homeland. … 

Deliberative processes will need to be more magnanimous, reasoned, and cordial—

motivated not by attachment to entrenched positions and narrow interests but by a collective 

search for deeper understanding of complex issues. Objectives incompatible with the pursuit of the 

common good will need to be set aside. Until this is the dominant ethic, lasting progress will prove 

elusive. Such a posture reinforces a process-oriented approach to progress, building gradually on 

strengths and responding to evolving realities.  



And as collective capacity for reasoned and dispassionate inquiry into the merit of any given 

proposal grows, a range of reforms are worthy of further deliberation. For example, the 

establishment of a second chamber of the General Assembly of the United Nations, where 

representatives are directly elected—a so-called world parliamentary assembly— could do 

much to strengthen the legitimacy and connection people have to that global body. A world council 

on future affairs could institutionalize consideration of how policies might impact generations to 

come and give attention to a range of issues such as preparedness for global crises, the use of 

emerging technologies, or the future of education or employment.  

Strengthening the legal framework relating to the natural world would lend coherence and 

vigor to the biodiversity, climate, and environmental regimes and provide a robust 

foundation for a system of common stewardship of the planet’s resources.  

Reforming the overall infrastructure for promoting and sustaining peace, including reform of the 

Security Council itself, would enable familiar patterns of paralysis and deadlock to give way to a 

more decisive response to the threat of conflict. Such initiatives, or comparable innovations, would 

require much focused deliberation, and there would need to be a general consensus in favor of 

each for it to win acceptance and legitimacy… 

The range of areas in which established systems and approaches are in need of radical 

transformation suggests how critical the coming quarter century—stretching from the United 

Nations’ 75th anniversary to its centenary—will be in determining the fortunes of humanity. A 

growing chorus of voices is calling for decisive steps forward in our collective trajectory toward 

enduring, universal peace. It is a call that must be answered. 

 


