
Session #1 - Do you know in what time ye are living? 

1. Introductions 

2. What time is this?  
Do you know in what time ye are living? Do ye know in what cycle ye are creat-

ed and in what age ye exist? This is the age of the Blessed Perfection and this is 

the time of the Greatest Name!  
(Abdu'l-Baha, Baha'i World Faith - Section, p. 351) 

 

These are the opening months of the first plan of the third epoch of the Divine Plan in 

the fifth epoch of the formative age of the dispensation of Bahá’u’lláh within the 

500,000 year Bahá’í Cycle. 

 

OK – so now you know! – No? 

 

3. What are all these cycles, epochs and plans all about? 

4. The world seems to be in chaos and confusion. Is there really a plan to all this? 

We will see that everything that is happening is not only directed by God but 

prophesied thousands of years ago. 
 

Whatever God hath willed hath been, and that which He hath not willed shall 

not be. 
(The Báb, Baha'i Prayers, p. 131) 

 

5. We as Bahá’ís should not be alarmed by current events they are necessary and 

have been foretold to us. Shoghi Effendi explained all these events: 

 
A tempest, unprecedented in its violence, unpredictable in its course, cata-

strophic in its immediate effects, unimaginably glorious in its ultimate conse-

quences, is at present sweeping the face of the earth. Its driving power is re-

morselessly gaining in range and momentum. Its cleansing force, however 

much undetected, is increasing with every passing day. Humanity, gripped in 

the clutches of its devastating power, is smitten by the evidences of its resistless 

fury. It can neither perceive its origin, nor probe its significance, nor discern its 

outcome. Bewildered, agonized and helpless, it watches this great and mighty 

wind of God invading the remotest and fairest regions of the earth, rocking its 

foundations, deranging its equilibrium, sundering its nations, disrupting the 

homes of its peoples, wasting its cities, driving into exile its kings, pulling down 

its bulwarks, uprooting its institutions, dimming its light, and harrowing up the 

souls of its inhabitants. 

 

"The time for the destruction of the world and its people," Bahá'u'lláh's pro-

phetic pen has proclaimed, "hath arrived." "The hour is approaching," He 

specifically affirms, "when the most great convulsion will have appeared." 

"The promised day is come, the day when tormenting trials will have surged 

above your heads, and beneath your feet, saying: 'Taste ye what your hands 

have wrought!'" "Soon shall the blasts of His chastisement beat upon you, and 

the dust of hell enshroud you." And again: "And when the appointed hour is 

come, there shall suddenly appear that which shall cause the limbs of mankind 

to quake." "The day is approaching when its [civilization's] flame will devour 



the cities, when the Tongue of Grandeur will proclaim: 'The Kingdom is God's, 

the Almighty, the All-Praised!'" "The day will soon come," He, referring to the 

foolish ones of the earth, has written, "whereon they will cry out for help and 

receive no answer." "The day is approaching," He moreover has prophesied, 

"when the wrathful anger of the Almighty will have taken hold of them. He, 

verily, is the Omnipotent, the All-Subduing, the Most Powerful. He shall 

cleanse the earth from the defilement of their corruption, and shall give it for 

an heritage unto such of His servants as are nigh unto Him."… 

 

 Dear friends! The powerful operations of this titanic upheaval are comprehen-

sible to none except such as have recognized the claims of both Bahá'u'lláh 

and the Báb. Their followers know full well whence it comes, and what it will 

ultimately lead to. Though ignorant of how far it will reach, they clearly recog-

nize its genesis, are aware of its direction, acknowledge its necessity, observe 

confidently its mysterious processes, ardently pray for the mitigation of its se-

verity, intelligently labor to assuage its fury, and anticipate, with undimmed vi-

sion, the consummation of the fears and the hopes it must necessarily engen-

der. 
 (Shoghi Effendi, The Promised Day is Come, p. 3) 

 
Matthew 24:3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto 

him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the 

sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? And Jesus answered and said 

unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come in my 

name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. And ye shall hear of wars 

and rumors of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come 

to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and king-

dom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earth-

quakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of sorrows. … And then 

shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one an-

other. …And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 

…For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of 

the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days should be 

shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days 

shall be shortened. 
(King James Bible, Matthew) 

 
Matthew 24:29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be 

darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 

heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear 

the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth 

mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with 

power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a 

trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one 

end of heaven to the other. …Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words 

shall not pass away. But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the an-

gels of heaven, but my Father only. But as the days of Noe were, so shall also 

the coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood 

they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 

that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and took 

them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 



(King James Bible, Matthew) 
 

 

6. We should read and study the letters of Shoghi Effendi as the best perspective of 

the process of God in today’s world. The Universal House of Justice tells us: 
For the friends of God, there is an unambiguous explanation for what is occur-

ring; they have only to recall the vision and principles offered by the Faith if 

they are to respond effectively to the challenges posed by the spread of distress 

and dismay. Let them strive to understand more deeply the Teachings that are 

relevant by reviewing letters of Shoghi Effendi which have been published in 

The World Order of Bahá'u'lláh, particularly those entitled "The Goal of a 

New World Order", "America and the Most Great Peace", and "The Unfold-

ment of World Civilization". 
 (The Universal House of Justice, Ridvan 160, 2003) 

 

Session #2 – Cycles, Ages, Epochs and Plans 

 

7. God tells us that he created us to know Him and Worship Him because of his 

great love for us and brought creation into being for our education. 

 
O SON OF MAN! 

Veiled in My immemorial being and in the ancient eternity of My essence, I 

knew My love for thee; therefore I created thee, have engraved on thee Mine 

image and revealed to thee My beauty. 
 (Baha'u'llah, The Arabic Hidden Words) 

 

O SON OF BOUNTY! 

Out of the wastes of nothingness, with the clay of My command I made thee to 

appear, and have ordained for thy training every atom in existence and the es-

sence of all created things. … 
(Baha'u'llah, The Persian Hidden Words) 

 

8. This is a long process with many cycles of development beginning with the crea-

tion of the universe, the development of the planets, life and the human physical 

form and continues with the development of our spiritual nature until we eventu-

ally reflect back all the attributes of God inherent within us. Abdu’l-Baha ex-

plains: 

 
..But it is clear that this terrestrial globe in its present form did not come into 

existence all at once; but that this universal existence gradually passed through 

different phases until it became adorned with its present perfection. …Thus the 

embryo of man in the womb of the mother gradually grows and develops, and 

appears in different forms and conditions, until in the degree of perfect beauty 

it reaches maturity, and appears in a perfect form with the utmost grace. ..In 

the same manner it is evident that this terrestrial globe having once found ex-

istence, grew and developed in the matrix of the universe, and came forth in 

different forms and conditions, until gradually it attained this present perfec-

tion, and became adorned with innumerable beings, and appeared as a finished 

organization. 



…Let us return to our subject that man, in the beginning of his existence and 

in the womb of the earth, like the embryo in the womb of the mother, gradually 

grew and developed, and passed from one form to another, from one shape to 

another, until he appeared with this beauty and perfection, this force and this 

power. It is certain that in the beginning he had not this loveliness and grace 

and elegance, and that he only by degrees attained this shape, this form, this 

beauty, and this grace. ..by degrees it passed from condition to condition, from 

form to form, from one shape to another, for this is according to the require-

ment of the universal system and divine law. 
 (Abdu'l-Baha, Baha'i World Faith - Abdu'l-Baha Section, p. 298) 

 
Each one of the luminous bodies in this limitless firmament has a cycle of revo-

lution which is of a different duration, and every one revolves in its own orbit, 

and again begins a new cycle. So the earth, every three hundred and sixty-five 

days, five hours, forty-eight minutes and a fraction, completes a revolution; and 

then it begins a new cycle, that is to say, the first cycle is again renewed. In the 

same way, for the whole universe, whether for the heavens or for men, there 

are cycles of great events, of important facts and occurrences. When a cycle is 

ended, a new cycle begins, and the old one, on account of the great events 

which take place, is completely forgotten, and not a trace or record of it will 

remain. As you see, we have no records of twenty thousand years ago, although 

we have before proved by argument that life on this earth is very ancient. It is 

not one hundred thousand, or two hundred thousand, or one million or two 

million years old; it is very ancient, and the ancient records and traces are en-

tirely obliterated. 
 (Abdu'l-Baha, Foundations of World Unity, p. 53) 

 

9. Today we are at the transition from one great cycle and the beginning of a new 

one. The great period mankind has just finished is the 6000 year Adamic Cycle 

and we are at the beginning of the Bahá'í Cycle. Shoghi Effendi Explains: 

 
Thus ended a life [martyrdom of the Báb] which posterity will recognize as 

standing at the confluence of two universal prophetic cycles, the Adamic Cycle 

stretching back as far as the first dawnings of the world's recorded religious 

history and the Bahá'í Cycle destined to propel itself across the unborn reaches 

of time for a period of no less than five thousand centuries. 
 (Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 54) 

 

10. There will be many manifestations of God during this Cycle but they will fall un-

der the shadow of Baha'u'llah. 

 

11. These cycles are composed of many dispensations, ages and epochs which repre-

sent significant periods of development. Shoghi Effendi says: 

 
The first seventy-seven years of the preceding century, constituting the Apostol-

ic and Heroic Age of our Faith, fell into three distinct epochs, of nine, of thirty-

nine and of twenty-nine years' duration, associated respectively with the Bábí 

Dispensation and the ministries of Bahá'u'lláh and of 'Abdu'l-Bahá. This 

Primitive Age of the Bahá'í Era, unapproached in spiritual fecundity by any 

period associated with the mission of the Founder of any previous Dispensa-



tion, was impregnated, from its inception to its termination, with the creative 

energies generated through the advent of two independent Manifestations and 

the establishment of a Covenant unique in the spiritual annals of mankind. 

 

The last twenty-three years of that same century coincided with the first epoch 

of the second, the Iron and Formative, Age of the Dispensation of Bahá'u'lláh 

-- the first of a series of epochs which must precede the inception of the last and 

Golden Age of that Dispensation -- a Dispensation which, as the Author of the 

Faith has Himself categorically asserted, must extend over a period of no less 

than one thousand years, and which will constitute the first stage in a series of 

Dispensations, to be established by future Manifestations, all deriving their in-

spiration from the Author of the Bahá'í Revelation, and destined to last, in 

their aggregate, no less than five thousand centuries. 
(Shoghi Effendi, Citadel of Faith, p. 4) 

 

 

12. We are in the second age of the dispensation of Baha'u'llah which Shoghi Effendi 

calls the Formative age in which the World Order of Baha'u'llah will be developed 

and implemented. Its charter is the will and testament of Abdu’l-Baha and the 

plan of its unfoldment is outlined in his tablets of the Divine Plan. This plan is un-

folding in a series of epochs. The research unit of the Universal House of Justice 

Writes: 

 
The epochs of the Formative Age mark progressive stages in the evolution of 

the organic Bahá'í community and signal the maturation of its Institutions, 

thus enabling the Faith to operate at new levels and to initiate new functions. 

The timing of each epoch is designated by the Head of the Faith, and given the 

organic nature of evolutionary development, the transition from one epoch to 

another may not be abrupt, but may well occur over a period of time. This is the 

case, for example, in relation to both the inception of the Formative Age and 

the end of its first epoch. In relation to the former, the passing of 'Abdu'l-Bahá 

is the transitional event most often identified with the close of the Heroic Age 

and the beginning of the Formative Age. However, the Guardian also asserts 

that the Apostolic Age of the Faith concluded "more particularly with the pass-

ing [in 1932] of His well-beloved and illustrious sister the Most Exalted Leaf -- 

the last survivor of a glorious and heroic age." With regard to the termination 

of the first epoch of the Formative Age, Shoghi Effendi has placed this between 

the years, 1944 and 1946. 

 

Before describing the individual epochs of the Formative Age, it is important to 

comment on the use of the term "epoch" in the writings of the Guardian. In a 

letter dated 18 January 1953, written on his behalf to a National Spiritual As-

sembly, it is explained that the term is used to apply both to the stages in the 

Formative Age of the Faith, and to the phases in the unfoldment of 'Abdu'l-

Bahá's Divine Plan. We are currently in the fourth epoch of the Formative Age 

and the second epoch of 'Abdu'l-Bahá's Divine Plan. (The first epoch of the 

Divine Plan began in 1937 with the inception of the First Seven Year Plan of 

the North American Bahá'í community, and concluded with the successful 

completion of the Ten Year Crusade in 1963. The second epoch of 'Abdu'l-



Bahá's Divine Plan commenced in 1964 with the inauguration of the Nine Year 

Plan of the Universal House of Justice).... 

 

In a letter dated 2 January 1986 written by the Universal House of Justice to 

the Bahá'ís of the World, the Supreme Body announced the inception of the 

fourth epoch of the Formative Age. It highlighted the significant developments 

that had taken place in the "organic growth of the Cause of God" during the 

course of the recently completed third epoch, by assessing the readiness of the 

Bahá'í community to begin to address the objectives of the new Six Year Plan 

scheduled to begin on 21 April 1986, and, outlined the general aims and char-

acteristics of this new Plan. Whereas national plans had previously derived 

largely from the World Centre, in this new epoch the specific goals for each na-

tional community will be formulated, within the framework of the overall objec-

tives of the Plan, by means of consultation between the particular National 

Spiritual Assembly and the Continental Board of Counselors.... 

 

The tasks that remain to be accomplished during the course of the Formative 

Age are many and challenging. Additional epochs can be anticipated, each 

marking significant stages in the evolution of the Administrative Order and 

culminating in the Golden Age of the Faith. The Golden Age, itself, will involve 

"successive epochs" leading ultimately to the establishment of the Most Great 

Peace, to the World Bahá'í Commonwealth and to the "birth and efflorescence 

of a world civilization." 

 
February 5, 1986, from the Research Department of the Universal House of Justice 

 

 

13. In each of these successive epochs the faith has had to accomplish specific tasks 

in order to keep pace with the unfoldment of God’s plan. We are currently in the 

Fifth epoch which has as its main objective the advancement in the process of en-

try by troops. Which Shoghi Effendi Explains: 
 

This flow, [steady flow of new belivers] moreover, will presage and hasten the 

advent of the day which, as prophesied by 'Abdu'l-Bahá, will witness the entry 

by troops of peoples of divers nations and races into the Bahá'í world -- a day 

which, viewed in its proper perspective, will be the prelude to that long-awaited 

hour when a mass conversion on the part of these same nations and races, and 

as a direct result of a chain of events, momentous and possibly catastrophic in 

nature, and which cannot as yet be even dimly visualized, will suddenly revolu-

tionize the fortunes of the Faith, derange the equilibrium of the world, and re-

inforce a thousandfold the numerical strength as well as the material power 

and the spiritual authority of the Faith of Bahá'u'lláh. 

 (Shoghi Effendi, Citadel of Faith, p. 117) 
 

The power of will generated by this consciousness characterized the conference 

of the Continental Counsellors and the members of their Auxilliary Boards 

who gathered here last January in the Holy Land. The event produced so illu-

minating an experience as to signalize the Faith's entry into a new epoch, the 

fifth of it's Formative Age. Such a freshness of vitality as was displayed at this 

historic gathering came to be understood as a manifestation of the rising quali-



ty of activity throughout the community. Pursuit during the past year of the es-

sentials for advancing the process of entry by troops confirmed this observa-

tion. The path was thus paved for the Five Year Plan, the first venture being 

entered upon in the Fifth Epoch. 
 (The Universal House of Justice, Ridvan 158, 2001, p. 1) 

 

 

Session #3 - Processes of the divine Plan 

 

14. This is the time of humankind’s maturity: 

 
The Revelation of Bahá'u'lláh, whose supreme mission is none other but the 

achievement of this organic and spiritual unity of the whole body of nations, 

should, if we be faithful to its implications, be regarded as signalizing through 

its advent the coming of age of the entire human race. It should be viewed not 

merely as yet another spiritual revival in the ever-changing fortunes of man-

kind, not only as a further stage in a chain of progressive Revelations, nor even 

as the culmination of one of a series of recurrent prophetic cycles, but rather as 

marking the last and highest stage in the stupendous evolution of man's collec-

tive life on this planet. The emergence of a world community, the consciousness 

of world citizenship, the founding of a world civilization and culture -- all of 

which must synchronize with the initial stages in the unfoldment of the Golden 

Age of the Bahá'í Era -- should, by their very nature, be regarded, as far as this 

planetary life is concerned, as the furthermost limits in the organization of hu-

man society, though man, as an individual, will, nay must indeed as a result of 

such a consummation, continue indefinitely to progress and develop. 
(Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Baha'u'llah, p. 163) 

 

 

15. The Kitáb-i-Aqdas and the covenant of Bahá’u’lláh 

 
Unique and stupendous as was this Proclamation, [to the kings] it proved to be but a 

prelude to a still mightier revelation of the creative power of its Author, and to what 

may well rank as the most signal act of His ministry -- the promulgation of the Kitáb-i-

Aqdas. Alluded to in the Kitáb-i-Íqán; the principal repository of that Law which the 

Prophet Isaiah had anticipated, and which the writer of the Apocalypse had described 

as the "new heaven" and the "new earth," as "the Tabernacle of God," as the "Holy 

City," as the "Bride," the "New Jerusalem coming down from God," this "Most Holy 

Book," whose provisions must remain inviolate for no less than a thousand years, and 

whose system will embrace the entire planet, may well be regarded as the brightest em-

anation of the mind of Bahá'u'lláh, as the Mother Book of His Dispensation, and the 

Charter of His New World Order. 
(Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 213) 

 
To direct and canalize these forces let loose by this Heaven-sent process, and to 

insure their harmonious and continuous operation after His ascension, an in-

strument divinely ordained, invested with indisputable authority, organically 

linked with the Author of the Revelation Himself, was clearly indispensable. 

That instrument Bahá'u'lláh had expressly provided through the institution of 

the Covenant, an institution which He had firmly established prior to His as-

cension. This same Covenant He had anticipated in His Kitáb-i-Aqdas, had al-



luded to it as He bade His last farewell to the members of His family, who had 

been summoned to His bed-side, in the days immediately preceding His ascen-

sion, and had incorporated it in a special document which He designated as 

"the Book of My Covenant," and which He entrusted, during His last illness, to 

His eldest son 'Abdu'l-Bahá. 

 

"So firm and mighty is this Covenant," He Who is its appointed Center has af-

firmed, "that from the beginning of time until the present day no religious Dis-

pensation hath produced its like." "It is indubitably clear," He, furthermore, 

has stated, "that the pivot of the oneness of mankind is nothing else but the 

power of the Covenant." "Know thou," He has written, "that the 'Sure Handle' 

mentioned from the foundation of the world in the Books, the Tablets and the 

Scriptures of old is naught else but the Covenant and the Testament." And 

again: "The lamp of the Covenant is the light of the world, and the words 

traced by the Pen of the Most High a limitless ocean." "The Lord, the All-

Glorified," He has moreover declared, "hath, beneath the shade of the Tree of 

Anisa (Tree of Life), made a new Covenant and established a great Testament... 

Hath such a Covenant been established in any previous Dispensation, age, pe-

riod or century? Hath such a Testament, set down by the Pen of the Most High, 

ever been witnessed? No, by God!" And finally: "The power of the Covenant is 

as the heat of the sun which quickeneth and promoteth the development of all 

created things on earth. The light of the Covenant, in like manner, is the edu-

cator of the minds, the spirits, the hearts and souls of men." To this same Cov-

enant He has in His writings referred as the "Conclusive Testimony," the 

"Universal Balance," the "Magnet of God's grace," the "Upraised Standard," 

the "Irrefutable Testament," "the all-mighty Covenant, the like of which the 

sacred Dispensations of the past have never witnessed" and "one of the distinc-

tive features of this most mighty cycle." 
 (Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 237) 

 

 

16. The Will and Testament of Abdu’l-Bahá: 

 
The Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bahá has been described by Shoghi Effendi 

as the document which has fulfilled the prophecy of the Báb concerning the es-

tablishment of the World Order of Bahá'u'lláh, of which the Will and Testa-

ment is a charter. Shoghi Effendi further identifies the Will and Testament as 

'the Charter of a future world civilization, which may be regarded in some of its 

features as supplementary to no less weighty a Book than the Kitáb-i-Aqdas'. 
(Adib Taherzadeh, The Child of the Covenant, p. 8) 

 

 

17. The Tablets of the Divine Plan: 

 
 As war's inferno was engulfing the world, 'Abdu'l-Bahá turned His attention 

to the one great task remaining in His ministry, that of ensuring the proclama-

tion to the remotest corners of the Earth of the message which had been ne-

glected -- or opposed -- in Islamic and Western society alike. The instrument 

He devised for this purpose was the Divine Plan laid out in fourteen great Tab-

lets, four of them addressed to the Bahá'í community of North America and ten 

subsidiary ones addressed to five specific segments of that community. Together 



with Bahá'u'lláh's Tablet of Carmel and the Master's Will and Testament, the 

Tablets of the Divine Plan were described by Shoghi Effendi as three of the 

"Charters" of the Cause. Revealed during the darkest days of the war, in 1916 

and 1917, the Divine Plan summoned the small body of American and Canadi-

an believers to assume the role of leadership in establishing the Cause of God 

throughout the planet. 
 (Commissioned by The Universal House of Justice, Century of Light, p. 35) 

 

[2 The Tablets of the Divine Plan, revealed by 'Abdu'l-Bahá in 1916-17, and 

addressed severally to the Bahá'ís of the United States and Canada, consti-

tute the authority for the successive Plans inaugurated by the Guardian for 

the spread of the Faith and the establishment of its Institutions throughout 

the world.] 
 (Footnote in Shoghi Effendi, Messages to Canada, p. 8) 

 

 

18. The Universal House of Justice: 

 
And now, concerning the House of Justice which God hath ordained as the 

source of all good and freed from all error, it must be elected by universal suf-

frage, that is, by the believers. Its members must be manifestations of the fear 

of God and daysprings of knowledge and understanding, must be steadfast in 

God's faith and the well-wishers of all mankind. By this House is meant the 

Universal House of Justice, that is, in all countries, a secondary House of Jus-

tice must be instituted, and these secondary Houses of Justice must elect the 

members of the Universal one. Unto this body all things must be referred. It 

enacteth all ordinances and regulations that are not to be found in the explicit 

Holy Text. 
(Excerpts from the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bahá) 

 

 
"Without minimizing the serious situation facing a world heedless of Bahá'u'l-

láh's admonitions, it must be remembered that He also refers to the Golden Age 

of civilization to come. the House of Justice hopes that Bahá'í teachers and 

parents will do their utmost to encourage the children to study the explanations 

of the beloved Guardian about the twin processes at work in the world-the 

steady growth of the Faith, and the devastating forces of disintegration assail-

ing the outworn institutions of present-day society. We are asked to assure you 

that the House of Justice will remember you and the children of your class at 

the Holy Threshold." 
 (Universal house of Justice, Lights of Guidance, p. 158) 

 

 

 19. Our role in the process Shoghi Effendi Explains: 

 
Dearly-beloved friends: Though the Revelation of Bahá'u'lláh has been deliv-

ered, the World Order which such a Revelation must needs beget is as yet un-

born. Though the Heroic Age of His Faith is passed, the creative energies 

which that Age has released have not as yet crystallized into that world society 

which, in the fullness of time, is to mirror forth the brightness of His glory. 

Though the framework of His Administrative Order has been erected, and the 



Formative Period of the Bahá'í Era has begun, yet the promised Kingdom into 

which the seed of His institutions must ripen remains as yet uninaugurated. 

Though His Voice has been raised, and the ensigns of His Faith have been lift-

ed up in no less than forty countries of both the East and the West, yet the 

wholeness of the human race is as yet unrecognized, its unity unproclaimed, 

and the standard of its Most Great Peace unhoisted. 

 

"The heights," Bahá'u'lláh Himself testifies, "which, through the most gra-

cious favor of God, mortal man can attain in this Day are as yet unrevealed to 

his sight. The world of being hath never had, nor doth it yet possess, the capaci-

ty for such a revelation. The day, however, is approaching when the potentiali-

ties of so great a favor will, by virtue of His behest, be manifested unto men." 

 

For the revelation of so great a favor a period of intense turmoil and wide-

spread suffering would seem to be indispensable. Resplendent as has been the 

Age that has witnessed the inception of the Mission with which Bahá'u'lláh has 

been entrusted, the interval which must elapse ere that Age yields its choicest 

fruit must, it is becoming increasingly apparent, be overshadowed by such 

moral and social gloom as can alone prepare an unrepentant humanity for the 

prize she is destined to inherit. 

 

Into such a period we are now steadily and irresistibly moving. Amidst the 

shadows which are increasingly gathering about us we can faintly discern the 

glimmerings of Bahá'u'lláh's unearthly sovereignty appearing fitfully on the 

horizon of history. To us, the "generation of the half-light," living at a time 

which may be designated as the period of the incubation of the World Com-

monwealth envisaged by Bahá'u'lláh, has been assigned a task whose high 

privilege we can never sufficiently appreciate, and the arduousness of which we 

can as yet but dimly recognize. We may well believe, we who are called upon to 

experience the operation of the dark forces destined to unloose a flood of ago-

nizing afflictions, that the darkest hour that must precede the dawn of the 

Golden Age of our Faith has not yet struck. Deep as is the gloom that already 

encircles the world, the afflictive ordeals which that world is to suffer are still 

in preparation, nor can their blackness be as yet imagined. We stand on the 

threshold of an age whose convulsions proclaim alike the death-pangs of the 

old order and the birth-pangs of the new. Through the generating influence of 

the Faith announced by Bahá'u'lláh this New World Order may be said to have 

been conceived. We can, at the present moment, experience its stirrings in the 

womb of a travailing age -- an age waiting for the appointed hour at which it 

can cast its burden and yield its fairest fruit. 
(Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Baha'u'llah,) 

 


