
“Observe My commandments, for the love of My beauty.” 
 

Huqúqu'lláh and its’ influence on the nature of man 
TWO NATURES OF MAN 

 
“In man there are two natures; his spiritual or higher nature and his material 
or lower nature. In one he approaches God, in the other he lives for the world 
alone. Signs of both these natures are to be found in men. In his material aspect 
he expresses untruth, cruelty and injustice; all these are the outcome of his 
lower nature. The attributes of his Divine nature are shown forth in love, mercy, 
kindness, truth and justice, one and all being expressions of his higher nature. 
Every good habit, every noble quality belongs to man’s spiritual nature, 
whereas all his imperfections and sinful actions are born of his material 
nature. “ Abdu'l-Bahá  Paris Talks p 59 

 
 
Question 1 - Why does man possess a lower nature if he is created noble and what 
are some of the noble qualities of the higher nature? 
 
 
HIGHER NATURE  
– Inmost reality 
  
“Upon the inmost reality of each and every created thing He hath shed the light 
of one of His names, and made it a recipient of the glory of one of His attributes. 
Upon the reality of man, however, He hath focused the radiance of all of His 
names and attributes, and made it a mirror of His own Self. Alone of all 
created things man hath been singled out for so great a favor, so enduring a 
bounty.” Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings p 65 
 
 
Question 2 - How do the names and attributes of God affect the reality of man? 
 
 
LOWER NATURE 
– Attachment to the world 
 
“Disencumber yourselves of all attachment to this world and the vanities 
thereof. Beware that ye approach them not, inasmuch as they prompt you to 
walk after your own lusts and covetous desires, and hinder you from entering 
the straight and glorious Path.  
Know ye that by “the world” is meant your unawareness of Him Who is your 
Maker, and your absorption in aught else but Him. The “life to come,” on the 
other hand, signifieth the things that give you a safe approach to God, the All-
Glorious, the Incomparable. Whatsoever deterreth you, in this Day, from loving 
God is nothing but the world. Flee it, that ye may be numbered with the blest. 



Should a man wish to adorn himself with the ornaments of the earth, to wear its 
apparels, or partake of the benefits it can bestow, no harm can befall him, if he 
alloweth nothing whatever to intervene between him and God, for God hath 
ordained every good thing, whether created in the heavens or in the earth, for 
such of His servants as truly believe in Him. Eat ye, O people, of the good things 
which God hath allowed you, and deprive not yourselves from His wondrous 
bounties. Render thanks and praise unto Him, and be of them that are truly 
thankful.” Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings p 275 

 
 
Question 3 - How does one bring a balance between disencumbering oneself from 
the attachments of this world and its vanities, and yet enjoy the God given 
material benefits and bounties, and what could be some barriers that prevent 
man from ‘loving God’? 
  

Huqúqu'lláh & its’ influence on nature of man 
 
 
Huqúqu'lláh & its’ influence on the higher nature of man 
– developing attributes 
 
“Those who have observed this weighty ordinance have received heavenly 
blessings and in both worlds their faces have shone radiantly and their nostrils 
have been perfumed by the sweet savours of God's tender mercy. One of the 
tokens of His consummate wisdom is that the payment of the Huquq will enable 
the donors to become firm and steadfast and will exert a great influence on 
their hearts and souls.” ‘Abdu'l-Bahá - Compilations, Huququ'llah 
 
 
Question 4 - How does observance of such a law, Huquq, bring heavenly 
blessings and assist in developing attributes such as firmness and steadfastness? 
 
 
“O friends of 'Abdu'l-Bahá! The Lord, as a sign of His infinite bounties, hath 
graciously favoured His servants by providing for a fixed money offering 
(Huquq), to be dutifully presented unto Him, though He, the True One, and His 
servants have been at all times independent of all created things, and God verily 
is the All-Possessing, exalted above the need of any gift from His creatures. This 
fixed money offering, however, causeth the people to become firm and steadfast 
and draweth Divine increase upon them.” 
‘Abdu'l-Bahá – Will & Testament p. 15 
 
Question 5 - What is your understanding of divine increase and how can payment 
of the Right of God influence such an increase?   
 
 



“It is clear and evident that the payment of the Right of God is conducive to 
prosperity, to blessing, and to honour and divine protection. Well is it 
with them that comprehend and recognize this truth and woe betide them that 
believe not. And this is on condition that the individual should observe the 
injunctions prescribed in the Book with the utmost radiance, gladness and 
willing acquiescence. It behoveth you to counsel the friends to do that which is 
right and praiseworthy. Whoso hearkeneth to this call, it is to his own behoof, 
and whoso faileth bringeth loss upon himself. Verily our Lord of Mercy is the 
All-Sufficing, the All-Praised    Bahá'u'lláh, from a previously untranslated Tablet. 
 
 
Question 6 - How can payment of the Right of God contribute to honour and 
divine protection and why is it important to observe such attributes as, radiance, 
gladness and willing acquiescence? 
 
 
Huqúqu'lláh & its’ influence on the lower nature of man 
– detachment from the world 
 
“To discharge one's obligations is highly praiseworthy in the sight of God. 
However, it is not permitted to solicit Huqúq from anyone. Beseech ye the one 
true God to enable His loved ones to offer that which is the Right of God, 
inasmuch as the observance of this injunction would cause one's possessions 
to be purified and protected and would become the means of attracting goodly 
gifts and heavenly blessings.” Bahá'u'lláh, from a previously untranslated Tablet 

 
 
Question 7 - What role does detachment play in the protection of one’s material 
possessions? 
 
 
“Should anyone acquire one hundred mithqáls of gold, nineteen mithqáls thereof 
are God's and to be rendered unto Him, the Fashioner of earth and heaven. Take 
heed, O people, lest ye deprive yourselves of so great a bounty. This We have 
commanded you, though We are well able to dispense with you and with all who 
are in the heavens and on earth; in it there are benefits and wisdoms beyond the 
ken of anyone but God, the Omniscient, the All-Informed. Say: By this means He 
hath desired to purify what ye possess and to enable you to draw nigh unto such 
stations as none can comprehend save those whom God hath willed. He, in 
truth, is the Beneficent, the Gracious, the Bountiful.” Bahá'u'lláh, The Kitáb-i-Aqdas, p. 55 
 
 
Question 8 - How does purification of wealth enable an individual to draw close 
to a station as none can comprehend and what could cause such deprivation?  
 
 



“Say: I swear by God! No one is despised in the sight of the Almighty for being 
poor. Rather is he exalted, if he is found to be of them who are patient. Blessed 
are the poor that are steadfast in patience, and woe betide the rich that hold 
back Huqúqu'lláh and fail to observe that which is enjoined upon them in His 
Preserved Tablet. 
Say: Pride not yourselves on earthly riches ye possess. Reflect upon your end 
and upon the recompense of your works that hath been ordained in the Book of 
God, the Exalted, the Mighty. Blessed is the rich man whom earthly possessions 
have been powerless to hinder from turning unto God, the Lord of all names. 
Verily he is accounted among the most distinguished of men before God, the 
Gracious, the All-Knowing.” Bahá'u'lláh, from a previously untranslated Tablet 

 
 
Question 9 - How and why are the poor blessed, and how and why are the rich 
blessed?  
 
“O Samandar! How many are the souls who with the utmost endeavour and 
effort, collect a handful of worldly goods and greatly rejoice in this act and yet 
in reality the Pen of the Most High hath decreed this wealth for others; that is, it 
is not meant to be their lot or it may even fall into the hands of their enemies! 
We seek shelter in God from such an evident loss. One's life is wasted; by day 
and by night, troubles are endured, and wealth becometh a source of affliction. 
Most of the wealth of men is not pure. Should they follow what is revealed by 
God, they would, in all circumstances, be protected under His bounty and 
blessed by His mercy.” Bahá'u'lláh, from a previously untranslated Tablet  
 
 
Question 10 – How does wealth become a source of affliction and how can the 
higher nature of man enable him to be protected from this affliction?  
 
 
The Tongue of My power hath, from the heaven of My omnipotent glory, 
addressed to My creation these words:  

 

“Observe My commandments, for the 
love of My beauty.” 

O ye peoples of the world! Know assuredly that My commandments are the lamps of My 
loving providence among My servants, and the keys of My mercy for My creatures.   

By My life! He who hath drunk the choice wine of fairness from the hands of My bountiful 
favour will circle around My commandments that shine above the Dayspring of My 
creation.   Bahá’u’lláh THE KITÁB-I-AQDAS 

 
Question 11 - How do you describe “Beauty” and “choice wine of fairness”?  


