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Part I; Harmony of Science and Religion 
 
 
We cannot segregate the human heart from the environment outside us and say that 
once one of these is reformed everything will be improved. Man is organic with the 
world. His inner life moulds the environment and is itself also deeply affected by it. The 
one acts upon the other and every abiding change in the life of man is the result of 
these mutual reactions. 
(Letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi, 17 February 1933, Compilation on Social and Economic Development, p. 
4) 

 
“Just now the soil of human hearts seems like black earth, but in the innermost 
substance of this dark soil there are thousands of fragrant flowers latent. We must 
endeavor to cultivate and awaken these potentialities …. bring forth these resplendent 
powers long hidden in human hearts. Then will the glories of both worlds be blended 

and increased, and the quintessence of human existence be made manifest."
(21)

   
`Abdu'l-Baha: Promulgation of Universal Peace, Page: 294 

 
 
“This nature is subject to a sound organization, to inviolable laws, to a perfect order, and 
to a consummate design, from which it never departs.” 
('Abdu'l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, Chpt. 1, p. 3) 

 
 
Strange and astonishing things exist in the earth, but they are hidden from the minds 
and the understanding of men. These things are capable of changing the whole 
atmosphere of the earth and their contamination would prove lethal. 
(Bahá'u'lláh, Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 69) 

 
 
The outcome of this intellectual endowment is science which is especially characteristic 
of man. This scientific power investigates and apprehends created objects and the laws 
surrounding them. It is the discoverer of the hidden and mysterious secrets of the 
material universe and is peculiar to man alone. The most noble and praiseworthy 
accomplishment of man therefore is scientific knowledge and attainment. 
('Abdu'l-Bahá, in Bahá'í World Faith, p. 242) 

 

The elements and lower organisms are synchronized in the great plan of life. Shall man, 
infinitely above them in degree, be antagonistic and a destroyer of that perfection? 
('Abdu'l-Bahá, talk at Leland Stanford Junior University, Palo Alto, California, 8 October 1912. Promulgation of 
Universal Peace. Wilmette, Bahá'í Publishing Trust, 1982. p. 350) 
 



Every man of discernment, while walking upon the earth, feeleth indeed abashed, 
inasmuch as he is fully aware that the thing which is the source of his prosperity, his 
wealth, his might, his exaltation, his advancement and power is, as ordained by God, 
the very earth which is trodden beneath the feet of all men. (Bahá’u’lláh, Epistle to the Son of the 
Wolf) 

..Abdu'l-Bahá's explanation of the central role that knowledge plays in human life and 
human society: that it is the process of generating and applying knowledge that lies at 
the heart of civilization.... ...social advancement, including economic, political, and social 
change, flows from it. (External Affairs Strategy, 19 September 1994, prepared by an Ad Hoc Committee and 
approved by the Universal House of Justice, page 4) 

 
“The remedy the world needeth in its present-day afflictions can never be the same as 
that which a subsequent age may require. Be anxiously concerned with the needs of the 
age ye live in and center your deliberations on its exigencies and requirements.” 
Baha’u’llah 

 

Part II: Our responsibility to act. 
 
When Abdu’l-Baha was is Paris he commented on a current event where twenty people 
died in a train accident in France and how concerned people were about that, but 
remain cold and indifferent to thousands of Arabs, Italians and Turks killed in Tripoli… 
The cruel indifference of people towards the suffering of foreign races… If man had 
even the rudiments of justice such a state of things would be impossible… Let us all 
strive day and night to help us bringing about better conditions.   (Paris Talks) 

 

The individual 

“They must on all occasions confirm by their actions what they proclaim in words.” 
Abdu’l-Baha 

Take from this world only to the measure of your needs and forego that which 
exceedeth them. Observe equity in all your judgements, and transgress not the bounds 
of justice, nor be of them that stray from its path. – Baha’u’llah, The Summons of the Lord of Hosts, 
p. 194. 

The Community 
 
“The object is concord, that through this fellowship hearts may become perfectly united, 
and reciprocity and mutual helpfulness be established. Because the members of the 
world of humanity are unable to exist without being banded together, cooperation and 
mutual helpfulness is the basis of human society. Without the realization of these two 
great principles no great movement is pressed forward.”  
Abdu’l-Baha 19-Day Feast London, Dec 29, 1912, At the (Time of the Meeting of International Peace Arbitration 
Committee.) 



The Institutions/governance  
 
The body politic may be likened to the human organism. As long as the various 
members and parts of that organism are coordinated and cooperating in harmony, we 
have as a result the expression of life in its fullest degree. When these members lack 
coordination and harmony, we have the reverse, which in the human organism is 
disease, dissolution, death. (Promulgation of Universal Abdu’l-Baha) 

 

May this American democracy be the first nation to establish the foundation of 
international agreement… and through this nation of democracy may these 
philanthropic intentions and institutions be spread broadcast throughout the world    
(Orient Occident Unity Conference 1912  Abdu’l-Baha) 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

We would like you to reflect on the information presented and consider how this might 
cause you to reconsider actions in your life. 

 

• Individual: Thinking of Abdu’l-Baha’s day to day conduct what changes can you 
or have you made to decrease your carbon emissions, in areas such as food, 
transportation and material goods. 
 

• Community: How do you interact with your community, neighbours, family, and 
friends. For example, how would you plan an event that limits carbon emissions, 
what kind of discussions do you have, what projects do you focus on? 
 
 

• Institution: What roles do institutions such as national and local assemblies, all 
levels of government, educational systems and others have in reducing carbon 
emissions?  How can individuals interact with institutions to encourage better 
plans and policies? 

 

 

 

What 1-2 steps will you take in the next 2-3 week to make your life more coherent with 
the writings and what science is learning.  

 



Resources for further study 

 

Bahai Related resources 
 
UHJ message to 3 individuals regarding climate change: https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative‐
texts/the‐universal‐house‐of‐justice/messages/20171129_001/1#665166280 
 
Baha’I statement on Nature BIC April 1995;  https://www.bahai.org/documents/bic‐opi/bahai‐
statement‐nature 
 
International Environmental Forum: A Baha’I Inspired organization for environment and sustainability 
https://www.iefworld.org/newslt133 
 
Perspective l /To Address Climate change, Ensure Coherence Between Principle and Action 
https://www.bic.org/perspectives/perspective‐address‐climate‐change‐ensure‐coherence‐between‐
principle‐and‐action 
 
Wilmette Institute Courses such as 
  Sustainable Development and Human Prosperity: Explore the profound implications for 
sustainability of our higher human purpose, and the scientific and spiritual principles to ensure the 
future prosperity of all humanity  Sept 2020 https://wilmetteinstitute.org/courses/sustainable‐
development/ 
 

Government resources 
 
Canada ‘s climate plan 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate‐plan.html  
 
BC Climate Planning and Action: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/climate‐

change/planning‐and‐action 
  
BC Climate action Charter: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local‐

governments/climate‐action/bc‐climate‐action‐charter 
 
Scientific information about Climate change  
 
Nasa: Global Climate change Vital Signs of the Planet https://climate.nasa.gov/ 
 
The Royal society: The basics of climate change. https://royalsociety.org/topics‐policy/projects/climate‐
change‐evidence‐causes/basics‐of‐climate‐change/ 
 
World Meteorological Organization https://public.wmo.int/en/our‐mandate/climate 
 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change IPCC Global Warming of 1.5c  https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/ 



 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration https://www.climate.gov/maps‐data#global‐climate‐
dashboard, https://www.noaa.gov/education/resource‐collections/climate/climate‐change‐impacts 
 

Scientific Videos on Climate change 
 
State of the Science: The 4th National Climate Assessment 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgnNlIrRFyQ 
 
Comet MetED training on climate change 
quizhttps://www.meted.ucar.edu/training_module.php?id=522#.XRQyhuhKiUk 
 
Earth an Operator’s manualhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=2RyvpsIx47E 
 
English – Climate Change 2013: The Physical Science Basis 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yiTZm0y1YA 
 
 
Greenhouse gas levels in the atmosphere reach new record 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press‐release/greenhouse‐gas‐levels‐atmosphere‐reach‐new‐record 
 
Climate change evidence and causes 
http://dels.nas.edu/resources/static‐assets/exec‐office‐other/climate‐change‐full.pdf 
 
Home Frontier short film by NASA 
https://climate.nasa.gov/climate‐
reel/?page=0&per_page=25&order=pub_date+desc%2C+id+desc&search=&condition_1=1%3Ais_in_res
ource_list&condition_2=1%3Afeatured&category=88 
 
Greenhouse gas levels in the atmosphere reach new record 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press‐release/greenhouse‐gas‐levels‐atmosphere‐reach‐new‐record 
 
Climate change evidence and causes 
http://dels.nas.edu/resources/static‐assets/exec‐office‐other/climate‐change‐full.pdf 
 
Home Frontier short film by NASA 
https://climate.nasa.gov/climate‐
reel/?page=0&per_page=25&order=pub_date+desc%2C+id+desc&search=&condition_1=1%3Ais_in_res
ource_list&condition_2=1%3Afeatured&category=88 
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